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Zagreb, 30 July 2009.

14th Youth Film Festival and 2nd Four River Film Festival

High school filmmakers take over the city early September

- 400% more entries than last year! -

       A press conference for the 14th Youth Film Festival and the 2nd Four River Film Festival, was held at 12 o’clock on Thursday, 30 July,  in the smaller screening room of Tuškanac cinema. On this occasion, the program and the entire concept of this year’s festival were presented by Vera Robić-Škarica, secretary of the Croatian Film Clubs’ Association, Marija Ratković, coordinator and executive producer of the festival and Vjekoslav Živković, a member of the selection committee. 

       This year’s edition of the festival, organized by the Croatian Film Clubs’ Association and the Cinema Club Karlovac, will be held from 10 till 13 September. The Youth Film Festival is being held in Karlovac for the third time, which justifies the city’s reputation of giving spotlight to film and high school students. “Last year, during the four days of the festival, over three thousand residents of Karlovac and over a hundred high school kids from the country, visited the Youth Film Festival and the Four River Film Festival. This numbers more then sufficiently indicates that this event is gradually becoming a brand of Karlovac, which makes me very happy. It is vital that not only the experts but also the residents of Kalovac appreciate the quality of this event, which is gradually becoming an integral part of the city and its image. On one hand, it is clear that it will take a lot of time and continual effort for this to happen, but on the other, it is obvious that the residents of Karlovac have in such a short time recognized the cultural and tourist benefits of the entire project”, said Vera Robić-Škarica. 

       The growing popularity of the festival in Croatia, the region and worldwide can be seen from the number of entries that is 30 per cent higher than last year, for the Youth Film Festival and 400 per cent for the Four River Film Festival. Precisely because of so many entries, a selection committee has been introduced as a new feature, whose job was to choose the films for the official competition, while during the festival they will be evaluated by a special jury. Vedran Šamanović and Vjekoslav Živković, as members of this year’s selection committee, were not faced with an easy task. “This year, for the YFF part of the program we received 96 entries (twice more than two years ago and 30 per cent more than last year!). 34 films made it to the official program. As far as the FRFF program is concerned, the numbers are even more impressive – a total of 137 films, 400 per cent more than last year, speaks for itself. I would also like to point out the diversity of geographical origin of these entries. For the first time in the national competition we see representatives from all for mayor Croatian cities – Zagreb, Split, Rijeka and Osijek, and I’m also very pleased at the emergence of new cinema clubs and independent authors from Zadar, Samobor, Čakovec and Varaždin. The festival’s old guests from Studio kreativnih ideja Gunja, Dubrovačka Gimnazija and Narodno sveučilište Dubrava, hold the highest number of entries in the competition. The diversity is even greater when it comes to the films in the FRFF because they come virtually from all corners of the world – Canada, Bangladesh, Armenia, Romania, Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, UK, Germany, USA, as well as from our neighbours: Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Hungary and Serbia,” Vjekoslav Živković pointed out. 

       In addition to the high standard of the main program, the Youth Film Festival will have more than a rich side program taking place at various venues. “Our aim is to make Karlovac, during these four days in September, really be as one with the festival– in every sense of the term, and on the other hand, for the energy that these high school kids have to really transfer to the city as a whole. Apart from the City theater Zorin dom which is again one of our main partners, we have chosen an entirely new film location – the Dubovac Castle, where, under the open sky, we will screen interesting films in the side program. One of the films from this year’s Pula festival, as well as a acclaimed animated horror, Fear(s) of the Dark, simply made for the setting of the old town of Dubovac. In addition, because of last year’s high turnout, we have decided to again organize the program called Film 5+ for the youngest viewers. This year, among others, it will present the animated feature The Magician’s Hat, with which the older generations are surely well-acquainted. To sum up, I would like to point out that both the YFF and the FRFF are one of the few projects in Croatia, if not the only ones, whose organizational load is carried by high school kids themselves. This is precisely an example of how to do professional work in amateur conditions, and more than successfully for that matter,” Marija Ratković concluded.  

       The YFF and FRFF kick off in little less than two months, which is enough time to sort out all the details and resolve all the organizational difficulties. The members of the Cinema Club Karlovac in any case have a working summer ahead of them. 
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