Atelier Varan Belgrade

Atelier Varan Belgrade is a hub for quality documentary film production and promotion, led by a group of independent filmmakers in Serbia.

Atelier Varan Belgrade was created in 2004 as a result of a workshop held by Ateliers Varan, the world-renowned documentary cinema institution from Paris, established by the legendary cinema vérité director Jean Rouch. The outcome of this workshop were 11 short documentaries, out of which many were successful on regional and international film festivals (Motovun Film Festival, DokART - Neubrandenburg, Leipzig Documentary Film Festival, Shadow Film Festival - Amsterdam, Alternative Film/Video Festival - Belgrade, Zagreb Film Festival, Cinema du Reel – Paris, and many more) while some international TV stations are also taking interest in broadcasting. 

After this successful beginning, Atelier Varan Belgrade continued with its work and further acclaims through 8 new films of Serbia Vérité cycle in 2005, as well as the Kino:Vérité workshop which will take place during fall of 2006. 
For further information about the Atelier please visit our website http://www.varan.org.yu. 

Serbia Vérité series

In November of 2004 Atelier Varan Belgrade was given a grant by the Media Fund of the European Agency for Reconstruction and the French Embassy, for procurement of equipment and production of a cycle of documentaries on subjects of greater social importance – project entitled Serbia Vérité.

One year later, in the November of 2005, Atelier Varan Belgrade successfully completed the production of 8 documentary films, most of which are of medium length. Over 200 days of research and around 250 days of shooting on location from the Gorani village on the border with Albania, through Petrovo Selo near Kladovo and all the way to the recently bought brewery «Lav» in Čelarevo, and then 160 days of editing under the supervision of top experts leading to 300 minutes of highest levels of documentary production in Serbia today.

In Belgrade Dom Omladine, during two nights – 1st and 2nd of April all of the films from the Serbia Vérité cycle will be shown, together with a selection from the previous production of the Atelier. 

Apart from the screening at the Belgrade Dom Omladine, these films will also be part of a promotional campaign in more then 10 cities in Serbia and cultural centres in the region. Four of them will take part at the Belgrade Short and Documentary film festival, and some have already secured their places at some European film festivals. Furthermore, Serbian Broadcasting Association and as many as 22 local TV stations of the ANEM network will soon begin with screenings of films from the production of Atelier Varan Belgrade. 

KINO:Vérité workshop

During the fall of 2006 another three-month documentary workshop will be held in Belgrade, this time on a regional level, bringing together participants from former Yugoslav republics. 

Atelier Varan Belgrade is the main organizer of this project, while the team of mentors from Ateliers Varan Belgrade will once again lead the workshop.

Call for applications for participation is open until 31th of May. For all information please visit www.varan.org.yu/kinoverite or contact us at konkurs@varan.org.yu.

