A preview of our yellow festival madness…

JUST A SMALL ONE! 

There is slightly less than a month left till the 17th Youth Film Festival and the 5th Four River Film Festival so it is time to get you acquainted with our traditional programmes, but also time to introduce a few new ones. From 12th to 15th September Karlovac will colour itself yellow for the sixed year in a row. So, what are the news?  

This year Dubovac Open Air will again come alive and offer you a chance to see not only films of renowned Croatian authors but also of the authors whose films were in the YFF and FRFF competitions a few years ago. Dubovac Open Air will host the winners of previous YFF and FRFF editions and it’s up to you to evaluate how well they’ve been swimming in the waters of professional film. This year’s stars at the Old Town of Dubovac are Dario Lonjak, today a young student of directing from Karlovac who has had noteworthy success at national and international festivals, and Ivan Kelava, a film producer from, we could say, another environment rich in film, Gunja, a small town in the Slavonian region know for high school films. The first night on Dubovac will showcase Dario Lonjak’s own works, while on the second night there will be a screening of the fictional omnibus Košnice (Košnice), which had its premiere at this year’s Pula Film Festival and is produced precisely by Ivan Kelva. Ivan was the laureate of YFF in 2005, while Dario won awards at YFF in 2001, 2002 and in 2005, so the audience will also have a chance to see their winning films from those competitions. 
That young people are the future will be proven by the young people themselves – in the second annual debate entitled “Should films in the cinema be classified and rated based on their content?”. The debate is organized in the framework of the now traditional Yellow Flag Award for contribution to nonviolence. The Yellow Flag Award is supported in the media by Kokice (Popcorn), a TV show about film for kids and teenagers which has promoted film and creativity for eleven seasons running and is produced by the Croatian Radiotelevision. Since more and more films we see in the cinemas and on TV are full of scenes of violence, we often ask ourselves whether violence on film encourages violence in reality, therefore, at this year’s debate we will discuss whether films in the cinema need to receive a rating depending on their content. And while a series of countries in the world, for instance the USA, are very strict in regulating which films in the cinema, given their content, are appropriate for which age groups, in Croatia, such practice is only applied to TV content. It will be interesting to observe the debate, not only because of its interesting topic but also considering that one team will consist of ten kids from Karlovac, two from each high school in Karlovac, while ten other festival participants will sit on the other team. They will show what they think and, most importantly, how to use words and attitudes against violence! That way, the high students from Karlovac become more than active participants in the festival. 
Additionally, this year we are again preparing something for the youngest ones! The programme Film 5+, the favourite with the youngest cinephiles, will in the mornings screen films based on the stories and fairy tales of Hans Christian Andersen. From Wednesday to Saturday all the fans will get to see The Princess and the Pea, The Emperor’s New Clothes, The Ugly Duckling, Golden Treasure and other animated films. 

Do we need to add anything else? Oh, yes, this is just a small preview of the yellow film madness ahead! See you in Karlovac, the high school film capital from 12th to 15th September!  
