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Karlovac, 13 September, 2009

ZAVRŠILA 14. FILMSKA REVIJA MLADEŽI I 2. FOUR RIVER FILM FESTIVAL

14TH YOUTH FILM FESTIVAL AND 2ND FOUR RIVER FILM FESTIVAL CLOSE

- 4000 cinephiles visited this year’s event! -

In only four days of the YFF and FRFF as much as 4000 people visited the Zorin dom theater in Karlovac, whether it was to support the works of their peers from Croatia and beyond, or to see some of the greatest film classics such as the animated films that have marked the development of Croatian animation – Professor Balthasar and The Magician’s Hat – or the latest hit with audiences in Croatia – Metastases by Branko Schmidt.   

Out of a total of 79 films in the competition program (34 in the national and 45 in the international competition), the jury comprised of animated film author Joško Marušić, actress Zrinka Cvitešić, film critic Diana Nenadić, head secretary of the International Film Critics’ Association Ahmed Muztaba Zamal and Romanian director Andrei Dascalescu, chose the best films to be awarded in as much as nine categories while the tenth award went to a film chosen by the audience. 

This year’s Grand Prix, as well as the best fiction film in the YFF went to young Dora Slakoper and her film Dar (Gift), inspired by the song “The Gift” by Velvet Underground. With her serious approach she managed to reach the jury and the audience, by showing that a seemingly simple idea can be made more interesting while paying attention to every detail. 

The audience award went to Film o Tobotu (A Film About Tobo), by Sven Biličić from the Cinema Club Karlovac, which also shared the award for best documentary in the YFF with Ni žene ni plača (No Woman No Cry) by a young author from Osijek, Marija-Margita Klobučar. The award for best film in the open category at YFF went to TV-Šop: Nevidljivi opanci (Shopping TV – Invisible Opanaks) by Marko Dugonić from “Studio kreativnih ideja Gunja”, while Novine (Newspapers), by Andrej Barišić from “Centar za film i video” from Zagreb, was awarded as the best animated film. 

The awards in the 2nd FRFF went to:  for best animated film – Stand and Stare, by a group of authors from the UK, for best documentary film – Genie in a Bottle, directed by Trace Gaynor and Stephen Sotor, for best fiction film – Metka, by a young Slovenian author Nejc Levstik, while the film ID, directed by Romanian director Coman Bogdan, wan the award for best film in the open category.

Announcing the winners marked the closing of the event that managed to bring together more than 178 guests, among which were not only authors but also film lovers who came to support the work of young directors but also to recognize new trends and promising young talents in the world of film. 

In addition to the acting workshop with Leon Lučev, a side program that focused on the most recent film accomplishments, as well as the classics of animation, constantly drawing audiences, and screenings in a unique setting of Dubovac Castle, which has become one of festival’s favorite venues, the event has delighted both the foreign guest and the residents of Karlovac. Also, since the screenings of the animated film Fear(s) of the Dark and the feature fiction film Metastases were both packed and due to huge interest, Metastases will today have a repeated screening.

Izborom najnovije lokacije koja nikoga ne ostavlja ravnodušnim, uz koncerte među kojima je i onaj grupe Luft, mladog glumca Filipa Riđičkog, karlovčani su pokazali da su i više od dobro uhodane mlade ekipe koja se trudi postići nešto. 

 Naime, više od 170 gostiju iz svijeta, 4000 posjetitelja u 4 dana, osnivanje jednog od 4 slična festivala u cijelom svijetu, dolazak priznatih filmaša poput Ostojića i Krelje, te potpora drugih festivalskih organizatora, više je nego potvrda da je ovo tek početak jednog od većih filmskih događanja u Hrvatskoj te da je njihova ideja o postignuću već ostvarena.  

With the choice of the new location of Dubovac Catle that was a huge hit and concerts among which the one by Luft, led by the young actor Filip Riđički, the people in Karlovac have proven that they are a more than organized young team motivated to accomplish something. More than 170 guests, 4000 visitors in 4 days, the founding of one of the four festivals of its kind in the world, the presence of renowned filmmakers such as Arsen Anton Ostojić and Petar Krelja, and the support from colleagues from other festivals are more than a sound confirmation that this is just the beginning of one of the big film events in Croatia and that their idea about accomplishing things has already come true. 
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