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Karlovac, 11 September 2009

INAUGURATED 14TH YOUTH FILM FESTIVAL 

AND 2ND FOUR RIVER FILM FESTIVAL

- Karlovac belongs to cinephiles until Sunday, 13 September -

         On Thursday, 10 September, at 8 o’clock, at Zorin dom theater in Karlovac, the 14th Youth Film Festival and the 2nd Four River Film Festival were officially declared opened and turned over to young people. 

         Vera Robić-Škarica, representative of the Croatian Film Club’s Association, said the night, but also the entire event is about young people; not only because the program is appropriate for their age and dedicated to their work, but also because the whole event is the product of the work of young people with ambition and interesting ideas who were not afraid to introduce these ideas to their peers and bring them in contact with the globally appreciated art of film. The coordinator and producer of the event, Marija Ratković talked about the ten years of existence of the Karlovac Gymnasium Video Group, herself once a member of the group which encouraged the high students of Karlovac to learn about the film culture and become a part of its development. She did not hide the fact that she was pleased about this year’s program and once again pointed out that Karlovac has become the central meeting point for young people from Croatia, but also from the US, The Netherlands, Bangladesh, Australia,… which shows that the aim of providing an encouraging exchange with young creative minds from all over the world has been achieved. 

         The ceremony was hosted by the easy-going Danijela Trbović, who, inspired by the atmosphere in the theater which was full of young people, herself seemed cheerful as a high school student. The highlight of the ceremony was the cutting of the ribbon in the form of a film strip and the honor was given to last year’s winner Bojan Perić. The audience, together with the jury of five members, the special guests, among which were also Arsen Anton Ostojić, a well-known director, renowned documentary filmmaker Petar Krelja and the popular actor Leon Lučev, then watched the first 13 films in this year’s official competition. 

         Today, on the second day of the festival, in addition to the films in the competition program, the audience had a chance to see the adaptation for screen of the popular novel by a favorite children’s author Ante Gardaš, The Ghost in the Swamp. The director of the film Branko Ištvančić, also present at the film’s screening, at 12 o’clock at Zorin dom theater, thrilled the young cinephiles by a unique introduction to the film, personally introducing his award-winning film. 

         For the older viewers the organizers prepared a unique treat for today. At the old town of Dubovac, under the open sky, there will be some food and good music, in a medieval setting, while before that the audience will have a chance to see one of the most interesting animated achievements which already thrilled the audience at Animafest in Zagreb. Fear(s) of the Dark is an inspiring omnibus the main theme of which is fear, chilling the viewers and making them think about their own fears and obstacles that sometimes seem insurmountable. Whether they are real or just an illusion, you will find out if you surrender yourself into the expert hands of renowned world graphic artists and enjoy this rich festival program at least for one night. The screening of Fear(s) of the Dark is scheduled for 21:30. 

         In case you are not yet in Karlovac you still have time to join us. 
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