14TH YOUTH FILM FESTIVAL AND 2ND FOUR RIVER FILM FESTIVAL – postfestum 

“ALL RECORDS HAVE BEEN BROKEN, STATISTICALLY SPEAKING, BUT THERE IS SO MUCH MORE TO IT…”

Organizing a festival whose number of guests surpasses some of the most important events in Croatia; encouraging people from abroad, the film industry experts to recognize the potential of an event taking place in the Balkans; motivating high school kids and students to invest their free time into finalizing an event that will last only four days; bringing renowned, internationally acknowledged experts; in another environment, less oriented on sensationalist news, all this might even be more interesting to the media. Because, why would the consumers of daily news be interested in what is happening in Karlovac? What sort of film festival is it that in its second year of existence manages to gather participants from the US, Finland or Bangladesh? What does it represent, whom does it motivate? Why would we even care about the news in culture unless they are related to the high profile events, full of “celebrities” or controversial subject matter? Why would we be interested in a festival for high school students? 

The 14th Youth Film Festival and the 2nd Four River Film Festival deserve the attention of the public. Behind the somewhat formal names of the Croatian Film Club’s Association and the Cinema Club Karlovac, the organizers of this event, is one of the most ambitious young persons in the world of culture production, a young woman with a considerable festival experience behind her, a student at two faculties and with a desire to encourage young people to pursue film despite the fact that their name will probably not get mentioned until they appear at one of the major festivals. I could write exclusively about the numbers and statistics, renowned guest, the jury, directors and actors who appreciate this event, or about the winners, I could even write on about the superficial treatment of the media…and it would be wrong. 

As an outside observer of the event I see its greatest value in the fact that people from abroad were ready to recognize its importance, both in the regional context as well as further afield. They realize that it is about connecting and exchanging experiences. In Croatia it is even still difficult to find people competent and motivated enough to introduce the young people to film. Financially speaking, it is almost a mission impossible, but with the growing support and interest, there is no reason why the media and the sponsors should not answer the schools’ petitions and invest in their work. Judging by the Karlovac Gymnasium Video Group whose work was initiated ten years ago by a group of enthusiastic high school students, today running the Four River Film  Festival, there is no shortage of interest for these sort of projects and they do not lack success. For now everything remains on the YFF and the FRFF, primarily thanks to the aforementioned young woman, Marija Ratković, and her extremely well organized team – without exception high school and college students. 

Over 4000 visitors passed through the packed Zorin dom theater but also watched the films within the walls of the old town of Dubovac which stood almost forgotten until the screenings of the latest Croatian cinema hit Metastases and the amazing animated Fear(s) of the Dark. During the four days of the event the audience had a chance to see as many as 79 films made by high school students. The record-breaking number alone is fascinating, the maturity of approach in the films themselves is fascinating. Contrary to popular belief, these are not films made in haste and are not the result of just playing with the camera. In every film, from the script to the editing process, a huge amount of time, effort and interesting ideas have been invested. The only question is how much recognition will these ideas get and how much the effort and the drive for development, maybe even the talent itself will receive acknowledgement, if these events continue to lack media coverage. Do they become less attractive if they are slightly removed from the capital? Is it a problem of centralization or is the issue much bigger? Why doesn’t a festival of this sort attract the critics? Are guidance, spotting potential talents and supporting them not motivation enough for the experts? 

It is a proven fact that Karlovac has managed to form an amazing team which approaches the organization of the event responsibly and manages to hold the attention of over 150 high school kids and encourage them for further development. In addition to the presentation of related festivals (let me point out that there are only four other festivals of this kind in the world), an acting workshop, the screenings of some of the cult fiction and animated films for children that we rarely have an opportunity to see on TV, the residents of Karlovac have not only brought together different cultures and approaches to film, but have also introduced the foreign guests to some of the most important works of Croatian film. Marija Ratković, Sanja Zanki, Marija Markezić and Vjekoslav Živković have created an environment and a spring board for young filmmakers, and bring them closer to the understanding of notions of film industry and film art. If the leaders of international film associations , directors and actors are willing to show their support and interest in the festival, it is time for other experts and the media, as well as the readers to do the same. Because, maybe Dora Slakoper, this year’s Grand Prix winner or Sven Biličić, winner of the audience award, will in a few years become the new hot directors. The question is where: in Croatia or somewhere where their work is appreciated? 

